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Obtawn. 


n Da Sylva, 


ubject of environmental hypersensitivity has been written about 
i ly in the past couple of years in the CHA Journal and other 
publications, both professional and of the popular press. In case 
you are not aware, some articles in the CHAJ have been extremely 
danazing to people with the condition. 
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It has distressed me greatly to watch ignorant doctors 4: 
various issues raised, from oositions which are (in the word of 
Seorze Thomson), untenable. It concerns me that so y doctors who 
have no expertise in the area have felt oblized to con 
resulting in tremendous damaze to veople with the condition, 
including four suicides. It is one thing to be imorant; 
another to contradict the real experience of thousand: 
beinss from that position of ignorance, especial 7 
contradictions of these self-immortant fools is siven b 
authorities as reason for denying our civil and human 


1e misunderstanding seers to have developed as a result of the ract 
that the doctors who first discovered environmental hypersensitivity 
were allergists, who tried to explain symotons with immune systen 
theory. ‘Thus came into be the very misleading term 'Total 
Allergy Syndrome', which is still bandied about by some of the more 
ignorant of critics. The assertion that environmental 
hypersensitivity reactions consistently involve the immune system 
was easily and long ago shot down by orthodox immunolosticts, who 
recotnize that many of the symptons cannot properly be exolained as 
dumins-systen 1 ated. 
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ording to the Thomson definition, pollution affects various 
yetens of the body, ‘usually involving symptoms of the central 
and at least one other system'. ‘The definition t: 
f out that 'no single laboratory test, inciudiny serun 
s consistently altere 


dition does not consistently involve immune system reactions. 


their field? 


dition appears to relate to toxin loads and management in the 
lition to other host and environmental factors. We a 
e first trees in an acid rain forest to show the effects of 
acid rain. We have trouble handlin:: even low levels of polh trony 
and the effects take various forms, denending on the other factors. 


I would appreciate it if you would have a look at the attached 
brief. It is a layman's view, from the position of someone who has 
the condition. As a client, it would seem to me professionals truly 
conearned with the illness would like to see my point of view, in 
addition to those of doctors who, up to now have manazed little 
better than takin some (very dam x) shots in the dark. 


I wish that doctors involved in this issue, particularly 
immunolorists, would realize their ismnorance and lack of 
qualifications, ani stop unieraining our civil and human rights by 
calling into question the legitimacy of our concerns, especi: 
wnen doings so with the professional irresponsibility of com 
on subjects outside their imowl 


ally 


rentin: 


I sincerely hope you will take the attached brief as a context for 
exnloring this iseue, and encourage doctors to avoid tranplinsy on 
our rights as they continue the much needed debate. 


go hope you will understand the inapvronriateness of bringing 


ts for expert! opinion, as they ar 
aly occasionally involves tho 


this 


Than you, 


DUPLICATE 


Caris Brown 
(613) 237 0928 


ec. Doug Geskie, CHA 


